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Summer is indeed the time to have fun outdoors with the family. The kids are on school break, and 
both parents and schoolchildren need not worry about homework, waking up early for the school 
bus, and reviewing for exams and quizzes. It is also nice to go to a place where the air is cooler to 
take a break from the intense summer heat in the city. 
But though budget is a concern, it should not limit you from planning a wonderful summer vaca-
tion with the family. There are many things you can do while still on a budget - and you'll have fun 
while at it.  
Below are our tips on how you can have that budget-friendly summer vacation:  
1. Figure out how much your budget is . This is a must. To plan out a budget-friendly vaca-
tion, you need to know how much your budget is. Ideally, you should have already built up some 
savings for this summer vacation. Look at your savings, incoming income, and expenses. See how 
much you can set aside for a summer bonding activity with the family.  
2. Ask your family what they want to do . This will help you narrow down your choices as to 
activities. The kids may like to go swimming or fishing or visit the zoo. Your spouse may want to go 
somewhere you haven't gone to yet. 
3. Do your research . Based on the activities they want to do, ask your friends for ideas on where 
to go. Surf the Internet for places to go to where you can do what your family wants to do. Canvas 
for prices for accommodations if needed. You might want to consider going to places nearer to 
your residence to save on travel cost.  
4. Consider going with other families together. Make a road trip with close friends and 
their families. Not only will you get to enjoy bonding together, this will bring down cost too, as you 
can negotiate for lower hotel rates. 
5. Try the un -tourist -y places. There are other places you can go to where the crowd may not 
be as thick and where prices are cheaper. 
6. Cut down the number of days . Instead of a weekend, how about going on a day trip in-
stead? Some day trips you can schedule are to the zoo or beach, or for a picnic. 
7. Visit family or friends. Take up your cousin's long-standing invitation to visit and bring the 
family along. This will help you save on accommodation cost. 
8. Find out what you can do where you are. Look for activities in your area which you can 
do with your kids over weekends. Maybe there's a pottery workshop you can take part in, or dad/
mom-and-me swimming lessons. Have a picnic at a nearby park. Kids would love the idea of doing 
something new with their parents even if that means staying put.  
9. Check out what your credit card offers . You may be entitled to discounts in hotel accom-
modations in a resort, or tickets to a movie. Look at the website of your credit card company for 
information, or flyers that come with your bill.  
10. Volunteer and help others.  One activity that may not cost much but will give your kids a 
great experience is volunteering. Check out how you can help build homes through Habitat for 
Humanity. You get to go outdoors and help other people, too. 
11. Ask your children's school for a list of summer classes . Schools may offer summer 
workshops at a cheaper rate as compared to those offered outside. Some schools offer swimming, 
taekwondo, art, and creative writing classes. 
12. Love anything free. Check out the newspaper for a list of free events in your area, from mall 
tours to free concerts and plays at the park. 
13. Have a stay -cation . This means staying at home, but going on vacation mode. Plan for a 
"camping" weekend - put up a tent in the backyard and grill barbeque outdoors. Have games. Sing 
campfire songs. Young kids will love this and remember it as it will be different. Or you can stay 
indoors and have a DVD marathon the whole day, pizza and pasta, and karaoke night. 
14. Visit museums . You can spend a day visiting several museums in the city and cap this with a 
dinner at a family restaurant.  
15. Have a family project at home. Organize the family photos and do scrapbooking. Make a 
music video showing your kids' baby photos. Build a stool or shelf with your kids. These things do 
not cost an arm and a leg yet allow you to have quality time with your family.  
As you can see, you can have a fun vacation even without your usual big budget. Just be creative. 
It's the time together you spend as a family that counts. 
Information taken from http://business.inquirer.net/money/personalfinance/view/20100322 -
260272/Tips -for -a-budget-friendly -family -summer-vacation 
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At the time of printing  

The minutes from the May meeting  
Were not available.  

May minutes will be published along  
With the June minutes in the July  

issue of the Cedarfield Sun.  
 

Next Meeting:  
June 13th at 7 PM  

At the C1 Pool  
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Pool Hours: 
Monday�³ Friday  

until school is out  

4 PM�³ 8 PM 

after CMS is out  

10 AM �³ 9 PM 

 

Saturday 10 AM �³ 9 PM 

Sunday 12 Noon�³ 9 PM 

 

 


